Reading Questions for To Kill A Mockingbird
Chapter 1:
1.  What is the setting for the novel? – Maycomb, Alabama – set in the 1930s 
2.  What does the children’s father, Atticus Finch, do for a living? – Lawyer 
3.  From who’s point of view is the story told? – Scout (Jean Louise Finch), six (going into grade 1) 
4.  Who is Calpurnia and what is she like? – The Finch’s cook – she’s a mother figure to the kids (takes care of them, teaches them morals, teaches Scout how to write) 
5.  What did Arthur (Boo) Radley do at age 33 that temporarily landed him in the county jail? – he stabbed his father in the leg with scissors 
6.  According to Jem’s description, what does Boo look like? – Jem describes him as a monster (malevolent phantom) 
7.  What act of “courage” on Jem’s part ends the chapter? – Runs up to the Radley house, touches the house and runs back 
Chapters 2-4:
1.  On her first day of school, list 3 things Scout gets in trouble for. – standing up for the Cunninghams, writing a letter to Dill, reading
2.  What are the Cunninghams like? – poor, don’t take handouts (live within their means), barter for things 
3.  How does Scout solve her problem with Walter Cunningham?  How does Jem solve her problem? – Scout shoves Walter’s face in the dirt, Jem invites him for lunch
4.  When Scout questions Walter’s table manners, what does the reader learn about Calpurnia and her role in the Finch family?-   Why might this surprise some of the citizens of Maycomb?

5.  What new information does Dill offer about his father?- president of the railroad 
6.  How has the Boo Radley game changed?  What does Scout hear when she rolls into the Radley front yard? – Scout hears laughter, Atticus becomes wise to what is going on – the kids have to now hide what they are doing 
Chapters 5-8:

1.  What does Dill say that causes Scout to accuse him of lying?- he says contradictory things about his father – which leads us to believe that Dill doesn’t always tell the truth (tells tall tale) 
2.  Explain the “lawyer’s trick” Atticus uses to get Jem to confess to the backyard Boo dramas. – accuses them of doing something else which tricks them into confessing 
3.  What goes wrong with the children’s escape plan?  At whom does Mr. Nathan think he has fired his gun? – Jem’s pants get stuck on the fence – he has to run home without them, he thinks that a person from the black community is intruding 
4.  What makes Jem decide to return to the Radley yard that night? – needs to get his pants back – sewn up – we can assume that Boo sewed up the pants 
5.  What does Jem tell Scout about “that night” at Boo Radley’s? - 
6.  What 5 new gifts do the find in the knothole? – twine, soap boy and girl, pocket watch, gum, tarnished medal, two pennies What ends the knothole game? – Nathan Radley puts cement in the hole – he says that the tree was dying 
7.  What “aberration of nature” frightens Scout? - snow
8.  When Miss Maudie’s house begins to burn, what other possibility is the Finch family worried about?  Why does Atticus help carry out Miss Maudie’s furniture?- 
Chapter 9-11:

1.  What does cousin Francis tell Scout about Dill’s homelife?

2.  Why does Scout fight her cousin?

3.  What is Maycomb’s “usual disease”?

4.  In Scout’s eyes, what is Atticus’ chief fault?

5.  What crisis shows the children a surprising skill their father possesses?  Whay has Atticus kept this a secret?

6.  What makes the children hate and fear Mrs. Dubose?  What two comments specifically infuriate Jem to the point that he can’t control his temper?

7.  What is Jem’s punishment for his revenge?

8.  Explain Mrs. Dubose’s use of the alarm clock?

Chapters 12-15:
1.  Where does Calpurnia take the children?  Describe the way they are treated by the people there.

2.  Who is Lula?  What do the children notice about Calpurnia in her conversation with Lula?  Why does the narrator conclude that Calpurnia “leads a double life”?

3.  What is “linin”?  Why is it used?

4.  Describe Aunt Alexandria.  Why has she come to the Finch household?  What does Atticus tell the children about being Finches?

5.  When Aunt Alexandria learns where Calpurnia took the children, what does she want Atticus to do about it?  What is his response?

6.  “Then Jem rose and broke the remaining code of our childhood.”  What has he done that causes Scout to make this comment?
7.  Why have the neighbors gathered in the Finches front yard?

8.  Where do the children find Atticus at 10 o’clock on Sunday?  What is the mob’s intention?  How does Scout manage to diffuse the situation?

Chapters 16-19:
1.  Who is Dolphus Raymond?  In the eyes of the community, what is his problem?

2.  Describe the events in Maycomb on the morning of the Tom Robinson trial.  What news does Scout learn from the Idler’s club?  What occurs to her after she hears what they have to say?

3.  Where do the children sit for the trial?  What 3 things can this tell the reader?

4.  During the discussion of Mayella’s injuries, what key fact seems important to Atticus?

5.  Recall the testimony of Robert E. Lee Ewell.

6.  Recall the testimony of Mayella Violet Ewell.

7.  Recall the testimony of Tom Robinson.

8.  Give 3 examples of evidence that the jury chose to ignore.

Chapters 20-24:

1.  What aspect of Dolphus Raymond’s reputation do the children find to be false?  Why is he willing to let them in on his secret?

2.  What does Atticus say is “the worst thing you can do”?  What “crime” does Atticus say Mayella feels guilt for?

3.  How long was the jury out?  Why is this important?  How does Scout know that Tom Robinson has not been acquitted even before the jury reports?

4.  What happens as Atticus leaves the courtroom?  Why?

5.  What does Atticus find in his kitchen on the morning after the trial?  What is the feeling among the white neighbors (except for Mis Maudie) on Atticus’ defeat?
6.  What is Bob Ewell’s response to the verdict?

7.  How does Atticus define “trash”?  How does Aunt Alexandra?  List the categories in Jem’s social hierarchy…the four kinds of folks in the world.  What kind of folks are in Scout’s hierarchy?

8.  What does the “business” part of the Missionary Society consist of?  Who are the “hypocrites” Mrs. Merriweather mentions?  Why does she consider them hypocrites?

Chapters 25-31:
1.  Describe what happens to Tom Robinson.  How does Scout learn about Helen’s reaction to the news?

2.  What strikes the reader as important about Miss Gates’ lesson on democracy?  What has Scout overheard that confuses her about Miss Gates’ view of Hitler?

3.  What two services does Link Deas perform for Helen Robinson because he “felt right bad about the way things turned out”?

4.  What event has been added to the fall social calendar in Maycomb?  Describe Scout’s costume.  What are its chief drawbacks?

5.  Describe what happened to Scout and Jem on the way home the night of the pageant.  Who are the “four people under the tree”?  How does Jem get home?

6.  Describe the events Jem relates that Scout was unable to see.  Who was the children’s attacker?

7.  According to heck Tate, who killed the attacker?  What does this say about Heck tate?

8.  Describe the manner in which Scout walks Boo home.

Vocabulary for To Kill A Mockingbird
List 1
1. assuaged

2. taciturn

3. predilection

4. vapid

5. malevolent

List 2
1. nebulous

2. indigenous

3. entailment

4. iniquities

5. disapprobation

List 3
1. discernable

2. auspicious

3. aberration

4. libel

5. caricature

List 4
1. cordial

2. deportment

3. chiffarobe

4. tirade

5. vehement

List 5

1. altercation

2. acquiescence

3. notoriety

4. impudent

5. ambidextrous
